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bees and upon going out to see, she was attacked by 
them and before she could be rescued she was fatally 
injured, and died August 15, 1859, at a very advanced 
age. She was borne to rest at the side of her noble 
husband, and thus passed away one of whom it was 
testified by many that she was one of the 4 ‘best old la¬ 
dies that ever lived in her neighborhood.' 1 

The w r riter cordially agrees with that sentiment, 
when he remembers how kind, and even affectionate, 
she was toward him while he was a mere youth. 
"‘Keep on trying to do right, Billy,—there will be bet¬ 
ter times for you some day.” These words he fondly 
treasures in his memory, and for fifty years has seen 
and felt how wise and useful such words are. 


BENJAMIN ARBOGAST. 

This paper is composed of fragmentary notices of 
one of the early settlers of the Glade Hill neighbor¬ 
hood. Benjamin Arbogast, Senior, the progenitor of 
a well known branch of the Arbogast relationship, set¬ 
tled early in the century near Glade Hill, on the lands 
now iu possession of Cornelius Bussard, Clark Dilley, 
and others. In his home * were five sons and three 
daughters: Henry, Solomon, John, Adam, Benjamin, 
Carlotta, Sally, and Delilah. 

Carlotta became Mrs Jonatlm aPotts, and lived in 
Cpskur County. 

Sally became the second wife of Ralph Wanlcss, near 
Mt Tabor. 

Delilah was first married to Joseph Wooddell, near 
Green Bank. Her second marriage was with Freder- 
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ick Pugh, of same vicinity. 

In reference to the sons, we have the following par¬ 
ticulars, gathered from a variety of sources: 

Henry Arbogast married Anna Warwick, on Deer 
Creek, and settled on a part of the homestead. Their 
sons Warwick and Newton died while young. Jamie¬ 
son married Sarah Grimes, and settled on Elk. 

Marshall Arbogast married Rachel Nottingham, and 
lives in Randolph County. 

Sally Arbogast became the wife of George Arbogast 
and lives near Glade Hill. 

Margaret was married to Martin Clark Dilley, and 
lives on part of the homestead. 

Minta became Mrs Bud Stalnaker, and lives in Ran¬ 
dolph County. 

Henry Arbogast was a person of high natural en¬ 
dowments; was widely known in our county, and was 
greatly respected for many good qualities. He was a 
local preacher in the pale of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, and “cried aloud and spared not” when de¬ 
nouncing the fashionable foibles of his times. The 
writer once heard him preach a sermon from the text: 
“Pray without ceasing.” The sermon was largely tak¬ 
en up in a description of the Magic Carpet, we read 
about in the Arabian Nights Entertainment, and then 
used it as an illustration, showing that the prayerful 
soul has in prayer something far more to the purpose 
than the magic carpet ever was or could be. He was 
an enthusiast in his religious views. To him Method¬ 
ism was the chief of all the prevailing “isms,”—the 
one “ism” that was “altogether lovely,”—and lu* 
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made uo secret of it. 

During the war between the States lie was a sincere, 
decided, but harmless sympathizer with the Union 
cause. When last seen alive he and his neighbor Eli 
Buzzard were in charge of a squad of persons claiming 
to be Confederate Scouts. A few days afterwards these 
two civilians were found dead near the roadside, about 
half way from their homes towards Frost. From the 
attitude in which his body was found it is inferred that 
he died in the act of prayer, heeding the text referred 
to above. 

Solomon Arbogast married Nancy Nottingham, and 
lived on part of the homestead. In reference to his 
family the following particulars are noted: 

Allen first married a Miss Curry; his second mar¬ 
riage was with a Miss Gillespie. • 

George married Sallie Arbogast. 

Charles was a Union soldier and died in the war. 

Lizzie married Gilmer Sharp and lives near Frost. 

Mary married William Cooper, near Green Bank. 

Rachel became Mrs Samuel Sutton and lives beyond 
Green Bank. 

Caroline first married the late James Ruckman; her 
second marriage was to Michael Scales, and lived near 
Mill Point. 

John Arbogast, son of Benjamin, Sr., married Mar¬ 
garet Yeager and lived near Glade Hill. He was kill¬ 
ed by a falling tree, leaving a widow and three sons. 

Adam Arbogast married Clarissa Sutton, and lived 
near Green Bank. They were the parents of five sons 
and three daughters: John, Brown, Cliristopher, Ben- 
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jamin, Reed, Dorinda, now Mrs David Shears; Eliza, 
who became Mrs James Sutton; and Emma, now Mrs 
J. Trace, all three near Green Bank. 

When a little girl, Mrs Clarissa Arbogast had her 
arm crushed in a cider mill. She was given up to die 
by the physician sent for from an adjoining county. 
The late Captain John McElWee, ancestor of the Mc- 
Elwee relationship in our county, had the nerve to take 
his joint saw and razor and amputate the arm above 
the mortified part. The patient recovered and lived to 
rear the five sons and three daughters just named. 
What Mrs Arbogast could not do with her good left 
arm in housekeeping was not worth doing. She died 
quite recently. 

Benjamin Arbogast, of Benjamin, Senior, married 
Miss Gibbons, a sister of the gallant Colonel S. B. 
Gibbons, Tenth Virginia Infantry, who died May 6th, 
1862, on the McDowell battle field,—shot through the 
head the moment he reached the line of fire, leading 
his men into action. 

Benjamin Arbogast, Junior, was one of the most re¬ 
markable persons that ever lived in our county. Upon 
attaining his majority he was appointed constable, and 
he magnified his office and worked it for all it was 
worth. He frequented the courts, and seemed to have 
been infatuated with the lawyers of loose habits and 
alcoholic propensities, and proficient in the history of 
the four kings. He aspired to the distinction of beat¬ 
ing them at their own game, for they seemed to be 
what a gentleman should be. He soon acquired his 
coveted distinction of being the fastest young man in 
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the county. 

When about twenty-five years of age he came under 
the influence of Charles See, who taught in the family 
of Colonel Paul McNecl, and there was kindled in our 
young friend's mind an irresistible desire for a college 
education. He learned the rudiments of Latin and 
algebra from Mr See, went a session or two at Academy 
and then away to Dickinson College, in Pennsylvania, 
and was graduated among the best in his class. In 
the meantime he had professed piety, entered the min¬ 
istry, and became a noted pulpit orator, and one of the 
most distinguished teachers of the high schools under 
the auspices of the Methodist Episcopal church, South. 
He died a few years since at Winchester; leaving a re¬ 
putation long to be remembered by his denomination. 
Recently one of his surviving children, an accomplish¬ 
ed daughter visited Marlinton. 

The writer tenderly cherishes the memory of this re¬ 
markable Pocahontas man, for he often manifested 
special friendship for me, and we have had many good 
talks together. We last met in Winchester, in Octo¬ 
ber, 1874. He introduced me to NorvaJ Wilson, 
father of Bishop Wilson. 


JOHN McNEEL 

John McNeel, the ancestor of the McNeel relation¬ 
ship in our county, appears to have been the first to 
occupy the Little Levels by permanent settlement. He 
was a native of Frederick County, Virginia, but passed 
much of his early life in or near Cumberland, Mary* 
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